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GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY PARTNERS WITH LARGEST NATIONAL NATIVE AMERICAN BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 
PHOENIX, Ariz. – Going into its 8th year, the Native American Basketball Invitational (NABI) has become the largest nationally recognized NCAA-certified Native American basketball tournament. NABI, organized under the newly formed NABI Foundation, has partnered with Grand Canyon University (GCU) to bring quality educational opportunities to the Native American athletes and communities that NABI serves. 
“With our focused Native American outreach, our rejuvenated men’s basketball program and our successful women’s program, this partnership is ideal in helping us broaden our relationships with the Native American communities and foster the growth of these talented athletes,” said GCU CEO Brian Mueller.

Since its inception, NABI, which debuted in July of 2003, has created opportunities for more than 50 Native American high school students to receive college athletic scholarships and has donated more than $70,000 to Native American non-profits and Native American College students via grants and financial aid. 
“GCU’s Native American programs meet the unique need of our athletes. Their programs go the extra mile to make sure our students get the support and guidance needed to accomplish their educational goals. We are very excited about what this partnership will bring to our youth.” says GinaMarie Scarpa, NABI Foundation CEO.
NABI 2010 will feature 64-80 teams comprised of Native American high school student athletes, male and female, from throughout the U.S. and Canada; allowing them an exclusive stage before college scouts. First round games kick-off on July 7-9, with the final four and championship games being played at the               US Airways Center, home of the Phoenix Suns and Phoenix Mercury. 
All proceeds benefit the NABI Foundation, whose mission is use sports as a tool to encourage Native American high school students to pursue higher education.

NABI 2010 sponsors also include:  Nike, Ak-Chin Indian Community, Phoenix Suns, Phoenix Mercury, Arizona Diamondbacks, MERCK, NIGA, NCAIED, Navajo Times and 21Native.com
For information about the NABI Foundation, tournaments, volunteer and sponsorship opportunities contact 480-446-7052 or visit the official website of NABI Foundation www.NABIFoundation.org
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